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Plan of Talk Medical

Research

MRC Council

e Context of MRP (MRC/NIHR)

e Overview of Methodology Workstream
 MRP funding streams and e.g.’s of projects

e Types of strategic initiatives
e MRP funding for PROMS

e Further information and contacts
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MRC Mission Medical

Research

MRC Council

e Encourage and support research to improve human health

e Produce skilled researchers

e Advance and disseminate knowledge and technology to
improve the quality of life and economic competitiveness of

the UK [and worldwide]

= Promote dialogue with the public about medical research
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A coordinated health research strategy

e Partnership between MRC and NIHR critical

e Already delivering under the Office for the Strategic
Coordination of Health Research (OSCHR):

e Strategically coherent approach to publicly-funded
health research

e Coordination of improvement in translation of basic
research into health and economic benefit

e Strategic coordination in key areas; clarity on agreed ‘lead
areas’; new programmes and calls already launched

e Devolved Health Departments now partners in OSCHR
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Medical

Where the Methodology Workstream Research
fits within the MRC Remit

MRC Council

MRC Vision

e To develop a high quality national platform in methodology
research

e To establish the UK as a world class leader in methodological
iInnovation in health research

OSCHR (Office for the Strategic Coordination of Health Research)

e OSCHR oversees strategic areas of joint working between MRC
and NIHR

e Coordination of improvement in translation of basic research into
health and economic benefit

OSCHR Methodology Workstream

e MRP forms part of the joint methodology workstream
(MRC & NIHR (£4.5m & £1m))

e MRC is the lead organisation
e Underpinning workstream
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MRC Strategic structure MRC | counci

Strategy Board

Molecular and Population and @@infections and @Neurosciences
Immunity

Methodology
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Current foci of MRC activity MRC | counci
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Methodology workstream activities

Prototype Requlator Health
Discovery Clinical Clinical 9 y Services
: Process
IELS Research

Basic
Research

MRC Lead NIHR Lead Organisation
Discovery and Exploratory Clinical Trials and Evaluations

Development

MRC/NIHR Methodology Research Programme (MRP)

Fast tracking drug development initiative

Patient reported outcomes initiative
Methods for NICE appraisals initiative

MRC-led Hubs in Trials
Methodology Research

MRC capacity building
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Medical
Research

MRC Council

MRC Fellowships

e Methodology Research Fellowship

e MRC Career Development Award in Biostatistics
e Economics of Health

= Special Training Fellowship in biomedical informatics
(computational biology, neuroinformatics and health informatics)
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MRP Funding streams Medical

Research

MRC Council

The programme has two funding modes:

e Investigator-led Research (response mode)
= Essentially normal response mode funding
e Research grants accepted to 3 annual deadlines
e Grants must be within Panel remit

e Needs-led Research (commissioned)
e Commissioned research

e Topics solicited from stakeholders and developed into a
funding brief

e Applicants respond to the advertised funding brief
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Medical
Research

MRP Funding remit

MRC Council

Comprises research on methods developments that
are generalisable beyond a specific case-study, to
underpin:

e the biomedical sciences

e experimental medicine

e clinical trials

e population health sciences

e health services research and health policy

MRP can also commission methodologically

Important research e.g. methods to support NICE In
Its decision making
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Medical

Examples of MRP pedical
funded prOjeCtS MRC Council

e Irene Higginson (KCL)
MORECare: Methods of research for end-of-life care.
e Susan Michie (University College London)

Methods for strengthening evaluation and implementation: specifying components of
behaviour change interventions.

e Christophe Fraser (Imperial College London)

Estimating the impact of social structure on epidemics and predicting the impact of
targeted interventions.

e John Brazier (University of Sheffield)

Validating generic preference-base measures of health in mental health populations
and estimating mapping functions.

e John Whittaker (LSHTM)

Exploiting genetic information in the estimation of disease risk.
e Conor Patrick Farrington (Open University)

Inference for infectious diseases from multivariate serological survey data.
e Kate Tilling (University of Bristol)

Developing and disseminating robust methods for handling missing data in
epidemiological studies.
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MRP Funding activities Medical

Research

MRC Council

e Investigator-led research

» Applications follow the same rules and peer-review
process as standard MRC research grants

e Needs-led research

» MRC-NICE (National Institute for Health and Clinical
Excellence)

» Methods to support NICE in its decision making

e Highlight notices
» Complex interventions
» PROMS
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Types of strategic initiatives Medical

Research

MRC Council

e Stimulating Research through:

1. Highlight Notices (still live on MRC website)

e Methods research for Complex Interventions: methods development

research to support the use and evaluation of complex interventions
In health research.

e Methodology underpinning Patient Reported Outcome Measures:
encourage methods development research aimed at improving the
generation and validation of PROMs and/or improving the
interpretation and evaluation of PROMs

2. Calls for Proposals

‘Methodological research to underpin NICE decision making’ a £1.8m

call for proposals run in 2009 and 8 research projects were supported
under this call.

3. Large Scale Investments

Hubs in Trials Methodology Research (HTMR). A >£16m initiative to

set up UK hubs to support a UK-wide methodological platform in trials
research.
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Types of strategic initiatives Medical

Research

MRC Council

e Stimulating Research through:
1. Highlight Notices (still live on MRC website)

e Methodology underpinning Patient Reported
Outcome Measures

e Encourage methods development research
aimed at improving the:
e generation and validation of PROMs
e Interpretation and evaluation of PROMs
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MRP Funding remit —
key Issue

MRC Council

e Comprises research on (underpinning)
methods developments that are generalisable
beyond a specific case-study

e Not development of a PROM, nor evaluation of
one or more Iin a given context (NIHR HSR?)

e How best to develop PROMS; novel methods
of evaluation/comparison of PROMS

e If in doubt, check with the MRC Office (see
later for details)
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Where on the web?
www.mrc.ac.uk
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* Funding for Health - New Opportunities

Read announcements, as they happen, from the MRC
and the NIHR working together under the single
health research funding strategy. More...

Biomarkers

B Models of disease
Funding for Health

New research opportunities

Mission, strategy, structure, institutions, history

» NEWS, VIEWS & EVENTS

Latest news, email newsletters, interviews, events

» OUR RESEARCH

Portfolio, priorities, research boards, recent achievements

» APPLYING FOR A GRANT

Available grants, calls for proposals, success rates,
deadlines

» CAREERS

Studentships, fellowships, vacancies, careers in medical
research

» POLICY AND GUIDANCE

Research ethics and governance, corporate policies

> MRC PhD students vie for a
Guardian byline 18 407 2008

> World's largest health
information project meets
recruitment milestone 774007
2008

» Human reproductive scientists
apply skills to African mammal
conservation 15400 2008

¥ Read More News

@ 2008 Medical Research Council
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Advanced Search

Embryology Bill
Sir Leszek Borysiewicz interviewed

Quick links

*

Latest funding opportunites

Grants , Calls and Highlight Notices

* Studentships and Fellowships

Subscribe to email alerts or RSS feeds

Events , Max Perutz Award

Contactus or Find us

* Units and Centres

vacandes & (opens in new window)

%

Electronic application
& assessment

RESEARCH
COUNCILS UK

Contact us = Freedom of information = Terms and conditions = Use of your data = Accessibility
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http:/7/www.mrc.ac.uk/ApplyingforaGrant/
CallsForProposals/
MethodologyResearchProgramme/Zindex.htm

MRC

Hews - Events - A-Z - Sitemap
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Advanced Search

MRC

> Home » Applying for a Grant » Calls for Propo=sals » Methodology Research Programme

PPLYING FOR A GRANT
Methodology Research Programme

* Comment?
* Question?
* Request?

* Complaint?

» ABOUT US
» MNEWS, VIEWS & EVENTS
» OUR RESEARCH
¥ APPLYING FOR A GRANT
Available Grants
Calls for Proposals
Biomarkers
Derivation of clinical grade
embryonic stem cell lines
European & Developing
Countries Clinical Trials

MRC working with NIHR to deliver the single joint health strategy

The Methodology Research Programme is a new funding programme led
by the MRC as part of the MRC/NIHR single health research strategy,
(press release).

Get in touch

To strengthen the evidence base for health research, the MRP will
oversee and implement the evolving MRC/NIHR strategy for high gquality
methodological research. In addition to the MRC and NIHR funding

Fartnership
Hubs for trials methodology
research (HTMR)
Methodology Research
Frogramme
Models of disease
Mew Dynamics of Ageing
Frogramme
Research platform for induced
Fluripotent Stem (iP3) cells
UKCRC Translational Infection
Research Initiative
Closed calls for proposals
Highlight Motices
International Opportunites
Deadline Dates
Success Rates
Applicants Handbook
How Proposals are Assessed
Managing your Grant

» CAREERS
» POLICY & GUIDAN
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partners, the MRP will also take account of the needs of other
stakeholders including the devolved administrations, industry R&D, and
regulatory/advisory agencies and other public bodies.

The MRP will fund investigator-led and commissioned research proposals
from across the UK.

> Remit

> MRP - investigator-led research
> MRP — commissioned research
> Contacts and guidance

Back To Top

Remit

The MRP's remit is broad and covers the interests of the MRC and NIHR.
The programme includes research on methods development to underpin
the biomedical sciences, experimental medicine, clinical trials, population
health sciences, health services research and health policy, including:

» Methods for the design and analysis of PRIMARY descriptive and
evaluative studies.
Methods for the design and analysis of SECONDARY studies involving

w

reviews and evidence synthesis of descriptive and evaluative studies.

» The design, process and analysis of clinical trials including improved
methods for the assessment of risk, efficacy, safety and other issues
related to regulatory approvals for new medicines, devices and
diagnostics.

» Methodoloaies in the applied disciplines underpinnina research in the



Further information and contacts

e \Website
WWW.mrc.ac.uk

e Scientific queries

Methodology Programme Manager
mark.pitman@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk
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