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Methodology 



Theme Aims 

 Study the suitability of methods used in 
supportive and palliative care research.

 Provide evidence that contributes to 
improving the research process and 
outcome.



Theme Scope 

Narratives

Interviews

Qualitative Quantitative

Trials

Surveys

Systematic 
reviews

Focus 
groups



Key Areas

 Recruitment and retention of research 
participants 

 Selection or development of appropriate 
outcome measures 

 Participant understanding of research 
design or terminology 

 Involvement of service users 
 Use of innovative methods or approaches 



Methodology Research Programme 
(MRP)

To strengthen the evidence base for health 
research, the MRP will oversee and implement 

the evolving MRC/NIHR strategy for high 
quality methodological research. 





Hubs for Trials Methodology Research 
(HTMR) Network

London

Edinburgh

Cambridge

Liverpool

Bristol

Birmingham

Oxford



HTMR Objectives

• Undertake high quality research relating to the 
design, conduct or analysis of clinical trial studies. 

 Develop critical mass in trials methodology research. 
 Maintain effective links with regional and national 

clinical trials units. 
 Provide support to the local/wider clinical trials 

research community on methodological issues. 
 Establish a training programme in methodological 

research.



MRP Grant Support

 Investigator-led research (Feb, Jun, Oct)

 Needs-led research



MRP Remit

 Methods for the design & analysis of PRIMARY 
descriptive and evaluative studies. 

 Methods for the design & analysis of SECONDARY 
studies involving reviews & evidence synthesis.

 Design, process & analysis of clinical trials including 
assessing risk, efficacy, safety etc. 

 Methodologies in applied disciplines.
 Assessment & validation of patient-reported 

measures.



MRP Funded Project

Methods for evaluating service delivery models 
for end of life care: development of best 

practice guidance.

Higginson I, Fayers P, Grande G, Harding R, Hotopf M, 
Lewis P, McCrone P, Morgan M, Murray S,  Todd C



MRC Framework 2001 
MRC Guidance 2007



Protocol Development Meeting

RECRUITMENT

April 2nd 2009
University of Manchester



State of the Science Meeting

PROGNOSTICATION
October 15th 2009

Chancellors Centre - Manchester

SPEAKERS
Paul Glare

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Centre, New York
Patrick Stone

St George’s Hospital Medical School, London



IDEAS FOR FUTURE TOPICS

clare.stevinson@manchester.ac.uk
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